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SUBJECT: SOAMES TAKE LEAVE OE ABSENCE 
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1. AT THE NOON PRESS BRIEFING OCT. 29, THE EC COMMISSION 
SPOKESMAN READ A BRIBE ANNOUNCEMENT STATING THAT SIR 
CHRISTOPHER SOAMES HAD JUST INFORMED HIS FELLOW COMMISSIONERS 
THAT HE WAS FORCED, EOR MEDICAL REASONS, TO TAKE A TWO-MONTH 
LEAVE OE ABSENCE, BEGINNING IMMEDIATELY AFTER THIS WEEK'S 
POLITICAL COOPERATION MEETING IN ROME. THE MEDICAL PROB- 
LEM CITED WAS BLOOD CLOTS IN THE LEG, WHICH DEVELOPED 
DURING SOAMES' RECENT TRIP TO LATIN AMERICA. 

2. THE ANNOUNCEMENT WENT ON TO STATE THAT GUNDELACH WILL 
ASSUME SOAMES' RESPONSIBILITIES DURING HIS ABSENCE. 

3. THIS MORNING HANNA Y, SOAMES' CHEE DE CABINET, CALLED 
AMBASSADOR GREENWALD TO GIVE US ADVANCE WARNING OE THE ANNOUNCE- 
MENT REGARDING SOAMES. HANNAY MADE IT EXPLICIT THAT 
GUNDELACH WILL TAKE OVER SOAMES' ROLE AS HEAD OF THE 

EC COMMISSION DELEGATION TO THE US-EC CONSULTATIONS. 
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CONSULTATIONS (SEE REFTEL). GUNDELACH WILL ALSO TAKE 
OVER SOAMES' SPEECHMAKING COMMITMENTS IN THE US. 

HANNAY SAID THAT HE HIMSELE WILL NOW BE PART OP THE 
COMMISSION DELEGATIONS. 

GREENWALD 


UNCLASSIPIED 
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